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KAPELLEVELD

Location: Between the communes of Woluwe-St-Lambert and Woluwe-St-Pierre
Homes: Houses: 560 / Apartments: 236
Residents: 1,908

Kapelleveld is the last housing co-operative of the first generation. It was constituted on August 6,
1922, shortly before the housing policy guidelines discouraged this type of initiative as being too
independent and expensive.

Kapelleveld has probably been the co-operative that received the most support from the supporters of
the city-gardens concept of SNHLBM. Among its founding members were E. Vinck and O. Velghe,
respectively president and vice-president of SNHLBM, and A. Van Billoen, director and co-founder of
Le Logis. The land used to establish Kappelleveld had first been purchased by SNHLBM and
subsequently partially transferred to the co-operative.

The recruitment to get candidate-tenants was done among the public service employees of several
ministries who earned the appropriate level of income according to the housing policy. The communal
employees, retired people and blue collar workers also joined the project.

Kapelleveld has, at the same time as La Cit¢é Moderne and some neighbourhoods of Floreal,
experimented several new construction techniques but on a larger scale. The co-operative appealed to
the architects most involved in the new modernist trend to apply the new technical and aesthetic
principles of popular housing. Huib Hoste, Antoine Pompe, Francgois Hoeben and Paul Rubbers have
all participated in one way or another in the adventure of the garden city development. With
Kapelleveld Louis Van der Swaelmen completed his dream of a green belt around Brussels.



The initial project provided for more than 400 dwellings and some shops. It took five years to complete
the project.

But the members of Kapelleveld, as with the co-operators from the other co-operatives, did not stop at
answering their individual housing needs. The distant location of the City, quickly created the need for
places to meet and gather for collective activities. In the original design, Louis van der Swaelmen had

planned for numerous sporting and cultural infrastructures which were not accepted by SNHLBM.

In 1934, the co-operators founded the Kapelleveld Civic Centre, an association which has managed the
cultural and sports facilities for the City for over 60 years: festivals and sports halls, public library,
football field, games plot, tennis courts, etc.

After World War 1, the co-operative began a new construction phase: 136 single-family homes and
232 apartments built to allow senior people to stay in the City while occupying a dwelling adapted for
their life.

As in other cities, but perhaps more so than anywhere else, because of the use of new materials and
building techniques the co-operative endorsed comprehensive rehabilitation works of its built heritage.

But the most significant element of Kapelleveld is the constant desire of the co-operative to maintain
the co-operative spirit and the ongoing planning and organisation of collective activities despite the
tendency of individualistic behaviour. As shown in the speech delivered by Mr. Dessy, then
Administrator - Manager of the co-operative at the occasion of the 50™ anniversary of Civic Centre:

What was happening 50 years and longer ago? (...) During the meeting held on 9 September 1933, the
Board of directors of the co-operative decided, unanimously, to found a club with a well defined goal
(...) which will not only be for pleasure but above all for the moral and intellectual development of the
residents of the City. The new association had adopted the following objectives: increase and improve
the welfare of the people, the rational and harmonious development and the ennoblement of life and
the needs of everyone, and the research to satisfy them, the methodical organisation of the education
and leisure (...). To do this, it could use all worthy means such as: extend and strengthen the physical,
intellectual and moral aspect of the resident, stimulate and strengthen the human dignity, solidarity
and self-help spirit of cooperation and disinterestedness, respect for others and the concern for the
common good, the interest and dedication for the community and the public affairs. These are sufficient
reasons that the new group isn't just simply called "Sports Club" or "Cultural Club!" of Kapelleveld,
but the "Civic Centre of Kapelleveld". (...)

But the civic education must be done on a continuous basis. The activities of the Civic Centre should
be maintained and, if possible, developed. With respect to sports activities, it is in the second volume of
"L’Emile" that Jean-Jacque. Rousseau wrote: to learn how to think, we must exercise our limbs,

senses, and organs which are the instruments of our intelligence; and to make the most of these
instruments, the body must be robust and healthy. Although the real reason of man is formed
independently of the body, it is the proper constitution of the body that makes the operations of the
mind easy and safe. Is this not the best tribute we can make to those who facilitate, teach and practice
sports at the Civic Centre of Kapelleveld?



Le Logis

Location: Plateau des Trois Tilleuls, Watermael-Boitsfort
Homes: Houses: 611 / Apartments: 431
Residents: 2,833

The homes of Le Logis and Floreal, situated next to each other, form a homogeneous housing complex
but they are administered by two different co-operative housing societies.

The birth of Le Logis was announced in Le Soir newspaper on October 12, 1921, in these terms:
“During the month of June of this year, a group of quick mind, committed young men decided to gather
some of their colleagues’ employees to introduce them to a project of low-cost construction. Their
enthusiasm and faith along with their needs and a promotional campaign done with the employees of
the Caisse d'Epargne and some other major administrative agencies rapidly brought together nearly
300 supporters... Constituted under the patronage of the Société nationale des Habitations et
Logements a bon marché (S.N.H.L.B.M.) (National Society of Housing and Low-Cost Housing Units)
who provided enlightened and strong support, this housing co-operative society has more than 225 co-
operators.....This project will create 225 houses in a green landscape with a monthly rent of about 70
francs. The plateau of Les Trois Tilleuls in Watermael-Boitsfort, chosen for its location, covers an area
of 8 hectares and is located in a magnificent site where the view extends up to the forest of Soignes” .

The architect Jean-Jules Eggericx who was working at SNHLBM was chosen by the Board of
Directors. He was also responsible for overseeing the work at Floreal. The urban planner Louis Van der
Swaelmen put his talent to design the two sites.



As finance was becoming available from SNHLBM, Le Logis built 457 houses and 82 apartments
between 1921 and 1937 but was forced to sell some of them. An effort was made to give priority to
already registered co-operators.

The common equipment, as in other cities, was financed by the housing co-operative. Le Logis was
remotely located when it was built and housed many young households and so had to build nursery
schools. The first one was set up in one of the co-operative’s homes, but this was prohibited later. The
co-operators, with the support of the architect Eggericx, contributed financially to building two other
schools to serve the remote neighbourhoods. Finally accepted by the State which paid the teachers’
salaries; accepted afterward by La Commune of Boitsfot, the three schools of Le Logis became
communal schools.

The social center of Le Logis was built in 1930 following the same principles as those governing the
building of the Fer a Cheval in Floreal.

The Trois Tilleuils complex is designed as a point of reference between different areas of the City. Le
Logis developed apartments and businesses and used the rental revenues to finance part of the
development costs. A concert hall, library, conference facility were built and Le Logis welcomed
“consultations ONE”, etc. In the 1950s, Le Logis progressively restarted its building program and put
more emphasis multi-families properties.

2,833 people from 1,042 households currently live at Le Logis. The City ensured it maintained the
quality and environmental design of its creator, Louis Van der Swaelmen making Le Logis a place of
advantaged homes.

Children and grandchildren succeeded the first co-operators while integrating newcomers. The interior
of the houses have been completely revamped; the members gradually adapting the social housing
minimum criteria of the 1920s — minimum square footage, no bathroom, no central heating, no kitchen
equipment — to the current requirements. However, the building’s exterior appearance, the charm of the
complex, has been carefully protected by the co-op housing society. Nowadays, it is quite difficult to
have a place at Le Logis which receives thousands of applications, more so than any other housing
society in Brussels. The members stay a long time in Le Logis, only moving to another home more
suitable to the changes in their family.

The co-operative spirit that welded members during the difficult years at the beginning has been diluted
with the progressive integration of the co-operative in a denser urban environment. The sports
association, the “consultations ON E”, the movie-club, etc were in competition with the external
organisations and the renewal of a community team has not been planned. Despite this, some activities
remain such the celebrations of Saint-Nicolas, the projections of "Exploration of the world* and the
seniors club.



FLOREAL

Location: Plateau des Trois
Tilleuls, Watermael-Boitsfort
Homes: Houses: 313/
Apartments: 401

Residents: 713

Floreal, as Le Logis, was developed
almost immediately after the First
World War by SNHLBM on March
30, 1922. The two cities, often seen as
being only one, come from different
founders. While Le Logis has been
developed by the employees of CGER,
Floreal was initiated by Brussels typography workers, lead by J. F. Husdens, from the newspaper "Le
Peuple”.

Like other young co-operatives, Floreal was supported by SNHLBM and the Socialist Minister Joseph
Wauters (then Minister of Industry and Labour).

Following the recent development of Le Logis, Floreal acquired a portion of land located on the plateau
of Watermael-Boitsfort that was gaining value due to the creation of the Boulevard du Souverain. The
two co-operatives were not well received by the Commune. Originally, an agreement to develop the
Plateau des Trois Tilleuils had been made between a real estate developer, E. Parmentier, and the
communal authorities; an agreement that was supported by King Leopold II. The real estate developer
Parmentier had planned to develop a bourgeois and aristocratic residential neighbourhood between the
Avenue de Tervuren and La Hulpe. The death of the businessman followed by the death of the King
stopped these projects. The commune did not have a good opinion of the workers who had been
recruited from the Socialist Party.

The Board of Directors of Floreal chose the same architect and urban planner, Louis Van der
Swaelmen and Jean-Jules Eggericx than Le Logis to ensure unity in the development of the two
neighbourhoods.

The first plan included the building of 450 houses on 20 hectares. The architects Frangois, Moenart and
Eggericx developed different kinds of houses while L.Van der Swaelmen was taking advantage of the
landscape to create a network of alleys linking the co-operative gardens and the public squares.

The co-operative was forced to give up the building of local community facilities planned by the
designers such as the civic centre, games plot, tennis courts, etc. The co-operative also had to sell
dozens of single-family homes to continue funding its construction program.

In 1925, 315 dwellings were completed. The first co-operators moved into a neighbourhood without
sewers, sidewalks, lighting, etc. The co-operative decided to transform one of its homes in rue des



Cannas to house its community center called La Maison pour Tous. This was to be the meeting place,
consultation for children and library centre.

In 1927, the architect Eggericx envisioned an architectural solution to the financial problems of the co-
operative for its pressing need of a community and commercial centre. This was to be the building
called Fer a Cheval, an innovation in the field of social housing at that time.

The Fer a Cheval is a commercial building. Indeed, Floreal was operating with a deficit budget. To
solve this, it was possible to increase the rents and to use the route of taxation and call for funds. But
there was also another possibility. People indicated that the City did not have any stores. But close by
houses were being built in the baroque style where butchers, haberdashery, grocers, and bakers were
starting businesses. These tradesmen would operate in the City without taking part in its life and
without paying their share. A commercial building was immediately designed. This building would
include ground level spaces for all types of trade, to be leased with higher prices of course. In the
floors above, housing units were to be more expensive than those in the rest of the City, because they
would be occupied by the tradesmen operating below or other people with higher incomes that would
enjoy the view. The architect intervened. And it is because this problem was treated in a utilitarian and
esthetical manner that we have now one of the most beautiful monuments of modern architecture in our
country..... (L’Habitation a bon marché, February 1930, pp. 23 — 24)

Built as a rallying point between the Cities Le Logis and Floreal, the building Fer a Cheval was, at the
time it was built, the highest building in the Brussels region. The architect Eggericx won the
architectural Prize Belvédére for this achievement in 1929.

After World War II, the building program continued step by step with emphasis put on multi-family
properties. Between 1949 and 1976, 250 additional homes were built.

Today Floreal manages more than 700 houses for 713 members. Harmony is however broken by the
presence of tenants that are not co-operators.

Also the original co-operative spirit found during the difficult period at the beginning has given way to
a more individualistic neighbourhood. The “consultation ONE” still exists. The community center La
Maison pour Tous is now located in the square of the Archdukes, and it is used for meetings, festivals,
exhibitions, etc.

Floreal once had a football team. The land is currently leased to the Racing of Brussels.

It is possible to live at Floreal like in any other charming neighbourhood. But the need to renew links
between people still there. For example, this recent project led by some residents to recreate a football
team or to come together to solve neighbourhood problems. Newcomers showing interest in the
management problems of the City could become the next generation to take over.
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