
ACT! - Addressing the Climate Threat

The Climate Threat 
and

the co-operative response

Bob Burlton

www.actonclimate.coop

http://www.actonclimate.coop/


ACT! - Addressing the Climate Threat

Outline

• The climate threat

• Its importance to co-operatives  ?

• ACT! –

co-operatives addressing the climate threat

• 2012 ?

• Housing co-operatives



“Climate change is the greatest emerging

humanitarian challenge of our time,

causing suffering to hundreds of millions of people ”

– Former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan.



ACT! - Addressing the Climate Threat

“Climate Change 
is the biggest 

global health threat 
of the 21st Century”

– The Lancet, May 2009

Not always known for overstatement ?

Show film

http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/player/environment/global-warming-environment/way-forward-climate.html


Why ?   ------ because !



What is fair about climate change?



Meet Flynn   ------ 12 april 08



So, what’s this

got to do with co-ops ?



Economic ! Climatic !

The crises we face – have common roots

Living beyond our resources –

Greed, short-termism and a lack of social responsibility
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So, what about
the co-operative values of

equity and social responsibility ?

Are they just words, or 
are they values that we do live by?



4 things coops can do

Measure & reduce own CO2

Inform & motivate our members

Lobby and campaign 

Promote production / use of renewable energy



Many energy reductions   …   25% less by 2012



Leading the way in energy 
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Inform & involve our Co-op members

• 2m members asked 

to sign the climate challenge

• Climate pledge 

of 7 small changes 

to make 

a big difference

• Member events

throughout UK
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www.greenertogether.coop
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3 Key Areas

Energy Waste Personal Transport
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Funding creates resources
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Emissions reductions costs  (£/tCO2)
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Importance of lobbying & campaigning
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But, let’s do it together

6th Principle:- Co-operation among co-operatives

Co-operatives serve their members most effectively 

and strengthen the co-operative movement

by working together through

local, national, regional and international structures
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The launch of ACT!

ACT ! – Addressing the Climate Threat

Is proud to launch
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What is ACT !

• A self-funding unit within 

Co-operatives Europe

• Will encourage more co-ops to do more

• Will support co-ops fighting the climate threat

with information and guidance
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The importance of the EU

• EU laws affect many countries

• Also, EU carbon emissions targets

• Combined EU voice at Copenhagen

and successor events (Cancun Dec 2010)

• Potential source of funds
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ACT ! An information resource

Blog items
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ACT ! case studies –

there will be more
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Powerful new search facilities
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ACT ! achievements

• Being born !

• Raising 100,000 euros

• Built www.actonclimate.coop

• 3000+ signatures for climate call

• United the ICA General Assembly (nov 09)

• Strong & growing support from sectors

• A co-op letter to Copenhagen

http://www.actonclimate.coop/
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• An important ICA sector

– scale, organisation and influence

– climate threat impacts

• Scope for energy reduction and renewables

• Some significant cases to date

– HSB climate strategy & Climate Agreement

– CECODHAS – Power House Europe

– this conference

• However, scope to do more co-operatively !

Housing co-ops, the ICA & the climate threat
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• Climate Threat & year of co-ops  2012

• 2012 is end for current Kyoto protocol

• also, UN International year for co-operatives

• Important opportunity to project co-op model

• Yes, economic/business model is crucial

• But also important to show values basis

• How better than focus on climate threat

• Consider alternative of not
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ACT ! now  - time is short

• co-ops to focus on own activities

• Inform/motivate workers and members

• Lobby and campaign

• Support renewable energy

• Together please –

to max co-op impact & benefit

• ACT ! Needs your help now – please?
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“We must be
the change 

we wish to see 

in the world.”
Gandhi 

The essence of co-operative values


