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A Sector of the International
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Cooperativees as UNESCO
Intangible Cultural Heritage Al 2R

= On the 30th of November 2016 the cooperative idea was
inscribed on the Representative List of the Intangible

Die Wohnungswirtschaft

Cultural Heritage of Humanity. u N [ s I: ﬂ

= This decision was announced by the Intergovernmental United Natione * Intanaib)
Committee for the Safeguarding of the Intangible E il St & bk
Cultural Heritage of UNESCO in Addis Abeba. Cultural Organization . Heritage

" The ‘idea and practice of organizing shared interests in
cooperatives’ had been submitted in March 2015 as the
first german nomination to the Representative List. The
Representative List illustrates the diversity of living
cultural expressions from all over the world and is an
important testemonial of human creativity.
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Cooperativees as UNESCO Co-operative Alliance
Intangible Cultural Heritage PABAUVEREIN
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= The inscription of the cooperative idea
is supposed to enhance its visibility and
contribute to a growing awareness of
its global significance.

= The decision of UNESCO is an important
sighal as well as an acknowledgement
for the dedication of many people, who
are working in cooperatives all over the
world. The housing cooperatives
organized in the member organisations
of GAW in Germany are a part of this,
which we can be proud of.
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Cooperative Housing International (CHI)

Is the Sectoral Organization of the International
Cooperative Alliance (ICA). Founded in 1895, it is
one of the oldest and one of the largest ones
measured by the number of people represented:
more than one billion cooperative members on
the planet.

CHI was established to promote the development
of cooperative housing in all countries, and in
particular developing countries, as an economic
and social contribution to the problem of providing
shelter.
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housing
co-operatives:

people first!

collective ownership means:

Housing co-operatives
around the world take
many forms: rental,
ownership and
co-ownership. Co-ops
are controlled by their
members who have a
vote in decisions about
their housing. It is

not just another place

to stay; it is home.

C@p Co-oper stive Housng Internationst
A Sector of the Intermaeanw
Co conrtve Alliance

AFFORDABILITY — Fair, decent an
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DECENT PLACE TO LIVE — members balance their priorities
and the co-operative’s budget
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Vision
Through our efforts, cooperative housing will win recognition and respect throughout the

world for its unlimited potential and practical achievement in providing secure, affordable
shelter controlled by those who call it home.

Mission

Cooperative Housing International (CHI) unites, represents, promotes and serves the
international cooperative housing movement.

Mandate

We promote, encourage and help in the establishment of housing cooperatives
everywhere. We strengthen and encourage good governance principles and foster an
inclusive cooperative culture. And we join with the broader cooperative movement to
promote cooperatives as the people-centered form of business enterprise.
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CHI Membership: 29 members
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Deutschland

Co-operative Housing
Federation of Canada
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Co-operative Housing International — 4
A Sector of the International
Co-operative Alliance
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. Voluntary and Open Membership
Democratic Member Control
Member Economic Participation
Autonomy and Independence
Education, Training and Information
Co-operation among Co-operatives

N o U A wN e

Concern for Community
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Transferability of the Cooperative Model
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Could the co-operative experience be a model
for community-led housing all over the world?
The number of new housing co-ops is still very
small but momentum is growing.

Cooperative housing can be the solution not
the problem.
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